
Week 4 Core Text Reading Comprehension Tasks: Year 4 

There’s a Boy in the Girls Bathroom & A Poem to be Spoken Silently – Pie Corbett  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day Pages Stem Questions 

Monday There’s a Boy 
in the Girl’s 
Bathroom  
(book as a 
whole) 
 

Evaluating/Summarising 
In 10 words…. 
I like the way the author uses… 
The part I liked best was… 
It is clever how the author… 
 
because…. 

Can you summarise the plot of this story in approximately 10 words? 
How has the author made you want to read on? 
What was your favourite part of the book? Why? 
 

Tuesday 
 
 
 
 

There’s a Boy 
in the Girl’s 
Bathroom  
(book as a 
whole) 
 

Making Connections 
I know about this because… 
I have seen this… 
This reminds me of….because 
This character is similar too 

Is this similar to any other books you have read? Can you explain how? 
Is this similar to any films you have watched? Can you explain how? 
Is this similar to any experiences you have had? Can you explain how? 
 

Wednesday  
 
 
 
 

A Poem to be 
Spoken 
Silently – Pie 
Corbett  
(next page) 
 
 

Inferring 
The word * tells me… 
The part * suggests… 
This makes me think that… 
I think the setting/mood is…  
 
because…. 

What does the word ‘rustle’ tell you about the sound of the author’s 
thoughts? 
Look at the line ‘I heard the trees ease off their coats of bark.’ What do you 
think this sounds like? 
What does the author mean by ‘muscled’? 

Thursday 
 

A Poem to be 
Spoken  
Silently – Pie 
Corbett  
(next page) 
 

Inferring 
The word * tells me… 
The part * suggests… 
This makes me think that… 
I think the setting/mood is…  
 
because…. 

What other words mean a similar thing to ‘silent’ in this poem? 
Give an example of how objects act like people in this poem. 
Do you think the author could actually hear ‘a smile crack the face of a 
stranger’? Give a reason.  
List 4 adjectives in the poem. 

Friday  
 

A Poem to be 
Spoken   
Silently – Pie 
Corbett  
(next page) 
 

Asking Questions 
Who is… 
Where are… 
How does he…. 
What might happen if…? 

Write 5 questions of your own.  
 
What would you ask Pie Corbett about the poem if you met him? 
 
Who, What, When, Where How? 
True or false? 
 

 



A Poem to be Spoken Silently… 
 

It was so silent that I heard 
my thoughts rustle 

like leaves in a paper bag . . . 
 

It was so peaceful that I heard 

the trees ease off 

their coats of bark… 

 

It was so still that I heard 

the paving stones groan 

as they muscled for space . . . 

 

It was so silent that I heard 

a page of this book 

whisper to its neighbour, 

‘Look he’s peering at us again . . .’ 

 

It was so still that I felt 

a raindrop grin 

as it tickled the window’s pane . . . 

 

It was so calm that I sensed 

a smile crack 

the face of a stranger . . . 

 

It was quiet that I heard 

the morning earth roll over 

in its sleep and doze 

for five minutes more . . . 

by Pie Corbet



 


