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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Thank you to all parents who have returned the parent 
questionnaire so far. We highly value your opinion on all 
aspects of school life and we would be very grateful to 
those who have not yet done so if you could spare 10 
minutes completing the questionnaire. All questionnaires 
are anonymous and cannot be traced back to you or your 
child. On return, you will be issued a raffle ticket and        
entered into the prize draw to win one of three holiday   
hampers for you and your family. The deadline for return is 
the 14th December 2020.  
 

Despite the many sweet treats around at this time of year, 
we continue to ask that if children bring a packed lunch to 
school their lunch boxes contain a healthy and nutritious 
meal that will help them retain concentration in the  
afternoon. We do not allow children to have fizzy drinks, 
chocolate bars or crisps in our dinner hall and ask that you 
provide healthy alternatives such as low sugar juice, 
chopped vegetables and dried fruit. Over the upcoming  
holiday period, the Government have allocated funding to 
support families entitled to free school meals in recognition 
of the continued challenges faced as a result of COVID 19. 
All qualifying families will be contacted with instructions of 
how to access vouchers with a value of £15 per week per 
child the week beginning the 14th December 2020. If you 
think you may be eligible for free school meals, please call 
our school office and the admin team will support you in 
checking.  
 

School will finish for children on the 18th December 2020 
and we will welcome everyone back on the 5th January 
2021. Holiday homework will  be set to support children in 
continuing to read and practise key maths and writing skills 
over the holidays. Examples of the creative project         
outcomes to undertake will also be in the holiday homework 
pack. Working on these together supports children in      
developing an understanding of their upcoming half termly 
topic learning and will support lots of opportunities for     
parents, grandparents and the wider family to talk about 
school learning over the upcoming half term. Don’t forget, 
there are many ‘fun’ ways to incorporate reading, writing 
and maths into the holiday period too from calculating 
scores in games to following instructions in recipes! 

 

We wish you all a very safe and happy holiday. 
 

 
 
 
 

In Maths Booster this week, Year 6 pupils        
reviewed different angles and how to use a     
protractor to measure. Pupils can now  
distinguish between acute, obtuse, reflex and 
right angles, recording these measurements with 
increased confidence and accuracy! 

YEAR 6 MATHS BOOSTER 

This week, Nursery children have been               
experimenting with some exciting new additions to 
their role play corner.  Using the iPads, children  
accessed QR codes in order to learn more about 
the North and South Poles They have really enjoyed 
watching and reading about life in these locations. 

NURSERY ROLE PLAY 

YEAR 4 TEETH WORKSHOP 

Teeth workshops were run for Year 4 during this 
half term.  As part of these sessions, children 
learned about the different types of teeth humans 
have. They then used a mould to create a set of 
teeth in plaster. Children were also challenged to 
identify a range of different animals by examining 
different skull structures. 

 HIGHLIGHTS 

 

TERM ENDS ON FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2020 (SEE POSTERS FOR FINISH TIMES) 
CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL ON TUESDAY 5TH JANUARY 2021 (STAGGERED START TIMES WILL CONTINUE) 
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COFFEE MORNINGS AND DROP INS 

 

 

Spring Term 2021 

 

Staff Training Day:  

Monday 4th January  

Children’s Start Date:  

Tuesday 5th January  

Work & Enterprise Week:  

Week beginning 18th  

January  

Half Term Holiday:  

Monday 15th February  – Friday 19th 

February  

Children’s Start Date:  

Monday 22nd February  

Science & Technology Day (with 

Science Fair): Friday 19th March  

Parents Evening:  

Thursday 25th March  

End of Term Finish Date: Thursday 

1st April at 2pm 

 

Summer Term 2021 

 

Children’s Start Date:  

Monday 19th April 2021 

Families’ Week:  

Starts Monday 26th April 2021 

Bank Holiday:  

Monday 3rd May 2021 

Half Term Holiday:  

Monday 31 May 2021 –  

Friday 4 June 2021 

Children Start Date:  

Monday 7th June 2021 

Staff Training Day:  

Friday 25th June 2021 

Keeping Healthy Week (including 

sports day):  

Starts Monday 28th June 2021 

Parents Evening:  

Thursday 8th July 2021 

End of Term Finish Date:  

Thursday 22nd July at 2pm 

Staff Training Day:  

Friday 23rd July 2021 

 
Orchard Primary School,  

Holcroft Road, London, E9 7BB   
Tel: 020 8985 7785   
Fax: 020 8986 3748  

Email: 
adminorchard@vs.hackney.sch.uk    

 KEY DATES 

Coffee Morning sessions will be every 2 weeks in the Spring Term, with    
Nursery and Reception holding specific Coffee Morning sessions twice a half term. All        
sessions will be video presentations that will be shared on the school website. A text 
alert with a link will be sent so that you can easily access the session! 

Parent Drop In sessions will be held every second Friday. Although we will not 
be able to meet in groups, we will be able to offer you an opportunity to meet with a 
member of the inclusion team to answer any questions you may have or sign post 
you to any community resources or services that might be helpful to you. Please call 
the school office to book an appointment.  

Year 6 participated in a heart workshop linking to their 
Science unit. They had the opportunity to dissect a 
heart, and identify various parts of it, including the  
different ventricles and chambers. They also learned a 
bit more about how to keep a healthy heart and what 
the consequences are of not keeping a healthy lifestyle.  

ATTENDANCE  
 

Children have only 190 school days in a year so coming to school everyday makes a real 
difference!  Whole school attendance for last week was 94.43%  

Well done to Cedar & Rowan Class the weekly winners with 99% 

During maths this week, Year 1 have been exploring the 
concept of division. They started by using cubes to 
share a number equally between different groups. The 
children then used this strategy to explore a range of 
different amounts, making connections to multiplication 
and addition by writing number sentences. 

YEAR 6 HEART WORKSHOP MATHS IN YEAR 1 

Date Focus 

Friday 8th January Science: Learn how to create exciting experiments at home 

Friday 22nd January Wellbeing: How to support your child’s well-being through conversation 

Friday 5th February Writing: Find out how you can encourage your child to write creatively  

Friday 26th  February Maths: What is fluency, reasoning and problem solving?  

Friday 12th March Speech and Language: Using stories to develop vocabulary 

 

Friday 26th March Homework: Strategies to support your child’s homework routine 


