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L.I: To write a newspaper report

Watch the videos
https://youtu.be/0lu4rWOxaZQ
https://youtu.be/KgTIAEwfehO

How was Wojtek different from other bears?

Write a newspaper report about ‘Wojtek’ the soldier
bear.
Remember to:

e Write in third person (past tense)

¢ Include factual information and language

¢ Include direct and reported speech

Use a catchy headline to grab the reader’s attention.

Examples: &% —— Sewer was blocked
1 by large Pooh

A

Use the key vocabulary below to support you

artillery Syrian orphan Polish armed forces
Edinburgh Monte Cassino memorial battle ammunition

Corporal refugee Private Europe rescued



https://youtu.be/0lu4rW0xaZQ
https://youtu.be/KqTIAEwfeh0

Use the 5 Ws and ‘How' to help you form your report

An example newspaper report about ‘Wojtek’

Daily Mall, Saturday, January 26, 2008 Page 53

The hero bear

LIKE any soldier, he loved to relax
with a cigarette and a bottle of beer
when out of the firing line.

But in the heat of battle, he became
an inspiring figure - bravely passing
ammunition along to supply the guns.

All the men in the Second Polish Trans-

port Company agreed that the recruit they
called Voytek was the perfect comrade.
As for Voytek, he was just happy to be

part of the unit ... ever ready to lend a
helping paw.
The 2501b brown bear, standing more
than 6ft tall, was possibly the most
remarkable combatant of the Second

World War, seeing action amid the hell of
Monte Cassino in Italy.

After the war, he and his fellow troops 1
were billeted in Scotland and he lived out
his days in Edinburgh Zoo, dying in 1963.

Now a campaign is under way to build a !

permanent memorial to the remarkable
animal who fought so valiantly for the
Allied forces.

¥
1
Voytek wasdj:st a tiny bundle of fur
when he was discovered wandering in the :
hills of Iran by the Poles when they were
driving towards Palestine in 1943.
£

Having lost his mother, he attached him-
self to the men, who fed him on condensed

milk and gave him an old wash-
ing-up bowl to sleep in.

Voytek soon took on many
human characteristics, crying
when left alone and covering his
eyes with his paws if chastised.

As he grew, he became a key
member of the unit, being
trained to carry mortar shells.

In the heat of summer, he
reportedly learned to work the
shower of the unit’s bath hut.

On one occaslon, Voytek was
delighted to find the door ajar —
and discovered an Arab who was
spying for a raiding party.

The intruder confessed all, and
the enemy were rounded up.
Hailed a hero, Voytek was given
two botties of beer and allowed
to spend all morning splashing
happily in the bath hut.

When the Poles were deployed
to Italy in 1944 to supply Allied
troops with desperately-needed
food and ammunition, the only
way to take their furry friend with
them was to officially enlist him -
50 he was given a name, rank and

number. As the bitter battle for
the monastery of Monte Cassino
was fought, the bear travelled in
the munitions trucks, his head
hanging out of the window, ignor-
ing almost constant shellfire.
Cradling 251b shells or boxes of
ammunition in his arms, he
would effortlessly pass them
down the line. Off-duty, he loved

‘He was like
a big dog’

a bottle of beer, a cigarette and
to wrestle with the men - in
between raids on the cookhouse.

At the end of the war, the trans-
port company was stationed in
the village of Hutton, Berwick-
shire, where Voytek became a
local legend. ‘He was like a big
dog, no one was scared of him,’
said Polish veteran Augustyn
Karolewski, 82, who still lives

near the site of the camp. ‘He
liked a cigarette, he liked a bottie
of beer - he drank a bottle of beer
like any man.’

When the troops were demo-
bilised, Voytek moved to Edin-
burgh Zoo. Mr Karolewski went
to see him and found he still
responded to the Polish lan-
guage. ‘As soon as I mentioned
his name, he would sit on his
backside and shake his head,
wanting a cigarette.

‘It wasn't easy to throw a ciga-
rette to him - I made several
attempts until he got one.’

Teacher Garry Paulin has writ-
ten a book, Voytek ~ The Soldier
Bear, which will be published
next month.

Aileen Orr, who lives in Hutton,
is campaigning for a memorial.
‘The story is totally amazing and
it would be good if we could have
some memorial in Scotland, per-
haps at Holyrood, to celebrate
the bear’s life,” she said.

What features can you spot?

Voytek in
the zoo:
He
soldiered
on there
until 1963




